VU collaborates with I'T-B
to set up innovation cell
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Pune: Vishwakarma Uni-
versity (VU) collaborated
with Shenoy Innovation Lab
at Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) Bombay, to set
up an innovation lab where
students from all disciplines
could innovate solutions
that would contribute to the
social, cultural, and econo-
micdevelopment of society,

The lab, called VUI2, was
inauguratedon March15and
fulfills parametres of the Na-
tional Education Policy.

VU and BK Chakravart-
hy from Shenoy Innovation
Studio, IDC School of De-
sign, IIT Bombay, will be jo-
intly spearheading the VUI2.

President of VU Bharat
Agarwal, said, “We believe
that passionate project ideas
would be developed at VU
through this lab. Students
would also get an opportuni-
ty to work on innovative ide-

Through projects that
are contextually rele-
vant to society and the
environment, students
develop sensitivity to
societal issues

as and the university would
take care of taking the pro-
ducts to the market.”

This initiative places in-
novation at the core of VU'’s
educational paradigm, chan-
nelising a student and facul-
ty’s efforts towards innova-
tion that contributes to the
social, cultural, and econo-
mic development of society.

Chakravarthy said, “The
projects reguire students to
scout for problems in the fi-
eld, come back to the lab, and
start working on solutions.
The primary step is to build
teams. I think students and
faculty members of VU sho-

uld start setting up teams are
work on solutions.”

Vice-chancellor of VU
Siddharth Jabade, said, “We
will enable academic recog-
nition forall these projects so
it is well integrated with the
marks they score. We are
committed toentrepreneurs-
hip and business-led innova-
tion and to taking this mis-
sion forward in the interest
of students and teachers.”

For students, VUI2 offers
a unique opportunity to en-
gage with interdisciplinary
approaches while addres-
sing societal needs, applying
classroom learning to real-
world problems, and gaining
exposure to a systematic in-
novation process,

Through projectsthatare
contextually relevant to soci-
ety and the environment,
students develop sensitivity
to societal issues and enhan-
ce their ability to humanize
science and technology.



